
Custom Home Building Guide 
Bondi Custom Builders 

The journey to build your dream home in Palm Beach County is thrilling. Here’s a simplified 
guide to help you understand the process and what to consider:  
1. Location and Land Acquisition 

• Neighborhood and Community: Research different neighborhoods in Palm Beach 
County and Martin County to find the best fit for your lifestyle. 

• Personal Considerations: Schools, Healthcare Facilities, Recreational Amenities, 
Shopping, Restaurants, and Entertainments. 

• Transportation: Consider proximate to major highways, airports, and public 
transportations. 

• Zoning and Land Use: Ensure the land is zoned for residential use and check any 
restrictions or covenants. 

• Prior to Purchase: Visionally inspect land characteristics, soil quality, flood zones, and 
environmental. 

2. Budget and Financing 
• Budget Planning: Outline your budget, including land, construction costs, permits, and 

contingencies. 
• Financing Options: Explore mortgage options, construction loans, and speak to financial 

and legal professionals. 

3. Insurance and Financing 
• Update Insurance: Inform your insurance company about the renovation. 
• Strongly Consider a Builders Risk Insurance Policy 
• Finance Your Project: Look into loans or financing options that fit your budget. 

4. Permits and Regulations 
• Building Codes: Somewhat familiarize yourself with local building codes and 

regulations. If you have any questions consult with your builder.  
• Permits: Understand the types of permits required (building, electrical, plumbing) and 

the approval process. If you have any questions consult with your builder.  
• HOA Rules: If applicable, review the Homeowners Association rules and guidelines. 

Your HOA will have input and require approval for permitting. 

5. Choosing a Custom Home Builder 
• Reputation and Experience: Research builders with a good track record in Palm Beach 

and Martin County. Check references and past projects. 



• Licensing and Insurance: Verify that the builder is properly licensed and insured. 
• Design and Build Process: Understand the builder’s process, from design to completion, 

and their flexibility in accommodating your vision. 
• Be prepared when you meet your builder and architect. 

6. Legal and Contractual 
• Contracts: Ensure detailed contracts are in place with clear terms regarding scope of 

work, timelines, costs, and dispute resolution. 
• Legal Advice: Consider hiring an attorney to review contracts. 

7. Design Considerations 
• Architectural Plans: Work with an architect to create detailed and compliant plans. 
• Select Materials: Choose durable and energy-efficient materials suitable for Florida’s 

climate. 

8. Construction Details 
• Materials and Finishes: Select high-quality materials that fit your aesthetic and budget. 
• Timeline: Establish a realistic timeline for the project, including potential delays. 
• Inspections: Plan for regular inspections at key stages of construction to ensure quality 

and compliance. 

9. Weather and Environmental Factors: These are Additional Things That Will Affect the 
Overall Schedule 

• Strongly Consider a Builders Risk Insurance Policy 
• Rain Delays which will ramp up during certain times of the year 
• Hurricane Resistance: Ensure the home is built to withstand hurricanes and severe 

weather, including impact-resistant windows and reinforced structures. 
• Flood Protection: Consider flood mitigation measures if the property is in a flood-prone 

area. 

10. Utility Connections 
• Utility Connections: Plan for connections to water, sewer, electricity, gas, and internet. 
• Septic System: If not connected to a municipal sewer, plan for a septic system 

installation. 

11. Subcontractor Insurance Compliance and Lien Releases 
• Insurance: Ensure the subcontractors your builder hires are insurance compliant. They 

are working on your property and there is a liability that goes along with that. 
• Lien Releases: You are paying your builder to pay contractors for not only the labor but 

also the material. The mechanism to insure this is a “Lien Release”. 



12. Interior and Exterior Features 

• Interior Layout: Plan room layouts, flow, and functionality to meet your needs.  
• Outdoor Spaces: Design outdoor living areas, pools, landscaping, and driveways. 

13. Completion and Maintenance 
• Final Touches: Walk with your builder and create a mutually agreed to list of items that 

need further attention/completion. Make a list of any small tasks left to complete after 
major work. 

• Ongoing Care: Set up a maintenance routine for your new build. 

14. Post-Construction 
• Warranty: Understand the builder’s warranty for the home and its systems. 
• Maintenance: Plan for ongoing maintenance and upkeep of the property. 

Additional Tips 
• Communication: Maintain open and regular communication with your builder. 
• Contingency Plans: Always have a contingency budget and plan for unexpected issues 

or changes. 
• Incidental Costs: New light fixture and ceiling fans, new furniture, new artwork, new 

window treatments, etc. We say incidental costs are basically if you turn the project 
upside down and it falls out these items are costs that most do not budget for. 

 

Building a custom home involves many steps and considerations, but with careful planning and 
the right team, you can create a beautiful home tailored to your dreams and lifestyle in Palm 
Beach County. Contact Bondi Custom Builders today to start turning your dream into reality! 

Contact Information: 
• Bondi Custom Builders at 561-781-3129 
• 810 Saturn St #16, Jupiter, FL 33477


